
Section 6E.03 Hand-Signaling Devices 

Support: 
Hand-signaling devices, such as STOP/SLOW paddles, lights, and red flags, are used to 
control road users through TTC zones. 

Guidance: 
The STOP/SLOW paddle should be the primary and preferred hand-signaling device 
because the STOP/SLOW paddle gives road users more positive guidance than red flags. 
Use of flags should be limited to emergency situations. 

Standard: 
The STOP/SLOW paddle shall have an octagonal shape on a rigid handle. STOP/SLOW 
paddles shall be at least 450 mm (18 in) wide with letters at least 150 mm (6 in) high and 
should be fabricated from light semirigid material. The background of the STOP face 
shall be red with white letters and border. The background of the SLOW face shall be 
orange with black letters and border. When used at night, the STOP/SLOW paddle shall 
be retroreflectorized. 

Option: 
The STOP/SLOW paddle may be modified to improve conspicuity by incorporating 
either white or red flashing lights on the STOP face, and either white or yellow 
flashing lights on the SLOW face. The flashing lights may be arranged in any of the 
following patterns: 

A. Two white or red lights, one centered vertically above and one centered 
verticallly below the STOP legend; and/or two white or yellow lights, one 
centered vertically above and one centered vertically below the SLOW 
legend; or  

B. Two white or red lights, one centered horizontally on each side of the STOP 
legend; and/or two white or yellow lights, one centered horizontally on each 
side of the SLOW legend; or  

C. One white or red light centered below the STOP legend; and/or one white or 
yellow light centered below the SLOW legend; or  

D. A series of eight or more small white or red lights no larger than 6 mm (.25 
in) in diameter along the outer edge of the paddle, arranged in an octagonal 
pattern at the eight corners of the border of the STOP face; and/or a series of 
eight or more small white or yellow lights no larger than 6mm (.25 in) in 
diameter along the outer edge of the paddle, arranged in a diamond pattern 
along the border of the SLOW face.  

E. A series of white lights forming the shapes of the letters in the legend.  

Standard: 
If flashing lights are used on the STOP face of the paddle, their colors shall be all 
white or all red. If flashing lights are used on the SLOW face of the paddle, their 
colors shall be all white or all yellow. 



If more than eight flashing lights are used, the lights shall be arranged such that 
they clearly convey the octagonal shape of the STOP face of the paddle and/or the 
diamond shape of the SLOW face of the paddle. 

If flashing lights are used on the STOP/SLOW paddle, the flash rate shall be at least 
50, but not more than 60, flashes per minute. 

Flags, when used, shall be a minimum of 600 mm (24 in) square, made of a good grade 
of red material, and securely fastened to a staff that is approximately 900 mm (36 in) in 
length. 

Guidance: 
The free edge of a flag should be weighted so the flag will hang vertically, even in heavy 
winds. 

Standard: 
When used at nighttime, flags shall be retroreflectorized red. 


